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Reconsideration of the subject application i* amended herein m 
respectfully requested. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-4, 6-9 as being obvious over 
Wasllewskl In view Alien son, Neither of these references were previously cited. 
The Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection.. Claim 1 expressly recrtes e 
method of transporting packets between a subscriber specific access interface 
and the concentration router of a shared network, Moreover, the claim further 
recites that police control operation are carried out at the subscriber specific 
access Interface, for generic IP traffic directed from the subscriber in stalls sons 
toward the concentration router. Wasliewski does not disciose such a method or 
system. 

The Examiner considers the service access and broad banc encrypfer m- 
mapper (SABER) or the conditional access manager (QAM) as corresponding to 
the access into bane of the present invention. However, as becomes clear when 
reviewing paragraph 0036 of the subject reference, SABER or CAE; are not 
subscriber Installation specif kx This Is also clear from Figure 2, where the set top 
units (31 us) correspond to the subscriber Installations, In Figure 2. there are a 
oiu rainy of ST Us but only one SABER and CAM. Furthermore, the SABER and 
CAE; are physically boated on the service providers side and these elements are 
connected through network operator's digital network and network access nodes 
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considered as being subscribers, in me solution of Wasiiewski the STUs are 
customers and therefore subscribers to the service providers. 

Moreover, the pokey operations described in Wasiiewski apply to 
multimedia traffk directed from the service provider corners, servers towards 
subscribers, and relate oniy to encryption/decryption of such streams, while our 
Invent-on relates to generic (not only multimedia) traffic directed from subscriber 
to network (re. reverse direction), and the policy regards also this direction, in 
addition of being generic, not only related to encryption. 

The aim of the Wasiiewski is to allow the service providers to ensure that 
programs entering the digital network are viewed only by the customers (STUs) 
that have been authorized by a server gateway of the service provider. 
Wasiiewski thus provides a solution to provide conditional access to programs 
before these programs eater the digital network. 

Furthermore, in the solution of Wasiiewski. paokels am transmitted from 
the network operator's network lo customers, whereas in the present invention 
the situation Is opposite, I.e. packets are transmitted fern the customers to the 
concentrating rm;ler 

Thus, the aire of Wasiiewski is quite distinct from the present invention. 
The aim of the present Invention ;s ?o provide a mode of operation of the network 
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without resulting in en excessive Increase in the complexity ot the conoeninno 
routers, arid with a fievoefy of configuration (page 2. roes 2'ome). 



The solution provided by Wasilewskl Is not flexible since the subscriber 
has no easy way or perhaps no means at a\\ of adjusting the configurations of 
SABER and CAM. Even if in the solution of Wasilewskl the concentrating meters 
(NANs) am nor necessary complicated, the SABER and the CAM still remain 
complicated. 

As already stated in previous submissions by the Applicants, the fact that 
the access interface is subscriber installation specific has clear technical 
advantages. The stream control operations pertaining to the contractual 
framework between the manager of the network and the subscriber are thus 
decentralized, thereby avoiding the need for the concentrating router to take on 
all diversity of the operations demanded by the various subscriptions (page 3. 
lines 15-201 

Moreover, the subscriber benefits from greater flexibility for dynamically 
oekmng the characiebsncs of his subscription He memly needs io intervene at 
the level of the access interface with which he Is furnished, lie may else define 
the coai.ro! functions pertaining to the contractuai framework with Ibe access 
provider on the same platform as the ether control functions which he uses for 
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tb?aaf (page 3, lino 16 - page 4. line 4h These advantages cannot he achieved 
by the solution provided by VVesllevvskl. Furthermore the claimed elemems 
discussed above are absent from fee other references as well 

Those arguments also apply to the corresponding Independent access 
Interface ciaim (claim 6} and claims dependent thereon.. Based on the foregoing, 



ins above-identified festurte are not disoiosed or renderBd obvious by 
Waxstewski even with combination with the other cstecl art 

hi summary, if is respectfully submitted thai the subject application is 
pafeniabiy distinguishable and therefore it should bo allowed. 
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